Minutes for Monday July 27, 2026
5:30 PM REGULAR MEETING

Mayor Smith called the regular meeting of the Paris City Council to order at 5:30 PM.  City Attorney Rich Kash said the opening prayer.  Present on roll call were Commissioners, Branson, Griffin, and Mayor Smith. Commissioners Brinkerhoff and Hughes were absent.
The Pledge of Allegiance was repeated in unison.

PROCLAMATIONS & AWARDS

Mayor Smith recognized 3 water/sewer maintenance employees, Bruce Zorn, Brian Groover and Riley Machango, for helping a citizen, Michelle Martin, who had stopped to help a chihuahua and then encountered a German Shepard who was very aggressive.  The 3 employees stayed with her and helped keep everyone safe from harm.  Mayor Smith gave each a commendation which will be placed in their personnel files. 
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

Patty Lindley was present to ask if there was anything the City could do to help a Paris citizen, Jose Fiscal-Belli, who has recently run in to an issue with ICE and is being detained in Louisiana.  She was informed to contact Mary Miller, the US Representative for Illinois’s 15th congressional district.  This is a federal case and the City has no pull in the process but citizens are encouraged to plead the case to higher authorities. 
CONSENT AGENDA

1. Commissioner Griffin moved for approval of the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Branson seconded the motion.  Included on the consent agenda was the approval of the minutes of the July 13, 2026 regular meeting, approval of bills paid previously $1,455.53, bills to be paid $312,687.76 and salaries $191,830.88.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

1. RESOLUTION Accepting Resignation (Korey Hand) Commissioner Griffin introduced and moved to adopt the resolution.  Commissioner Branson seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.

2. RESOLUTION Approving an Amendment to the Grant Agreement Between the State of Illinois, Environmental Protection Agency and the City of Paris--- Commissioner Griffin introduced and moved to adopt the resolution.  Commissioner Branson seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.

3. ORDINANCE NO. 10, SERIES 2026 Ordinance Amending Chapter 111; Alcoholic Beverages Section 111.57, Allocation, Number of Licenses---Commissioner Griffin moved to adopt the ordinance, Commissioner Branson seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
4. ORDINANCE NO. 11, SERIES 2026 Ordinance Addressing Short Term Rental License and Usage--- Commissioner Griffin moved to adopt the ordinance, Commissioner Branson seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
Commissioner Reports

Mayor Smith’s Report:

1. Motion to approve quote from Ray O’Herron for Body Armor Vests in the amount of $12,045.00 for the Police Department.  Mayor Smith moved to approve the quote, Commissioner Branson seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays. 
2. Motion to enter into a one year agreement with WTWO/WAWV Sales and Marketing for the City of Paris “Visit Paris Campaign” at a cost of $2,300/month to be paid from the Hotel/Motel Fund.  Mayor Smith moved to approve, Commissioner Griffin seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
3. Motion to approve invoice from Mike’s Auto Repair for repairs to the 2016 Ford Police Interceptor in the amount of $3,990.48. Mayor Smith moved to approve, Commissioner Branson seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
Commissioner Branson’s Report:

Commissioner Brinkerhoff’s Report: (absent, covered by Commissioner Griffin)
1. Motion to approve 2 invoices from IMCO Utility Supply Company for supplies for repairs done at Union and N. Central Street by Water/Sewer Department in the total amount of $12,058.00.  Commissioner Griffin moved to approve, Commissioner Branson seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
2. Motion to approve invoice from Lankster & Gore for $5,000 for work done for Water Sewer Maintenance at Union and N. Central Street.  Commissioner Griffin move to approve, Commissioner Branson seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
3. Motion to approve 2 invoices from IMCO Utility Supply Company for supplies for the Water/ Sewer maintenance Department in the total amount of $5,000.  Commissioner Griffin moved to approve, Commissioner Branson seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
4. Motion to approve invoice from G & S Asphalt for repairs done at Animal Family Care Center for Water Sewer Maintenance in the amount of $4,400.  Commissioner Griffin moved to approve, Commissioner Branson seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
Commissioner Griffin’s Report:

1. Motion to authorize Fire & Police Commissioners to promote a Fire Captain.  Commissioner Griffin moved to approve, Commissioner Branson seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
Commissioner Hughes’ Report: (absent)
TREASURER’S REPORT


Treasurer Betsy Higginbotham had nothing to report.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT


City Administrator Brooke Newhart had nothing to report. 
OTHER REPORTS


City Attorney Rich Kash had nothing to report.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
ADJOURNMENT

At 5:50PM Commissioner Griffin moved to adjourn, Commissioner Branson seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
__________________________



_______________________________

                 Approved





    City Clerk
