Minutes for Monday August 10, 2026
5:30 PM REGULAR MEETING

Mayor Smith called the regular meeting of the Paris City Council to order at 5:30 PM.  City Treasurer Betsy Higginbotham said the opening prayer.  Present on roll call were Commissioners, Branson, Brinkerhoff, Griffin, Hughes and Mayor Smith. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was repeated in unison.

PROCLAMATIONS & AWARDS
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION
CONSENT AGENDA

1. Commissioner Hughes moved for approval of the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Brinkerhoff seconded the motion.  Included on the consent agenda was the approval of the minutes of the July 27, 2026 regular meeting, approval of bills paid previously $7,528.45, bills to be paid $222,694.34 and salaries $262,879.40.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS
1. ORDINANCE No. 12, Series 2026 Ordinance Amending the City of Paris Zoning Ordinance to Address Short Term Rental Usage. Commissioner Griffin introduced and moved to adopt the ordinance.  Commissioner Hughes seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
2. RESOLUTION Accepting Resignation (PD Chief Terry Rogers) Commissioner Griffin introduced and moved to adopt the resolution.  Commissioner Hughes seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
3. RESOLUTION Appointing Police Chief (Matt McConnell) Commissioner Hughes introduced and moved to adopt the resolution.  Commissioner Brinkerhoff seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
4. RESOLUTION Promoting Fire Captain (Brad Hecht) Commissioner Griffin introduced and moved to adopt the resolution.  Commissioner Hughes seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
5. RESOLUTION Approving Parade for Honeybee Festival----Commissioner Griffin introduced and moved to adopt the resolution.  Commissioner Branson seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
6. RESOLUTION Regarding Temporary Closing of State Right-of-Way---Commissioner Griffin introduced and moved to adopt the resolution.  Commissioner Branson seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
7. RESOLUTION Authorizing Transfer of Funds---Commissioner Hughes introduced and moved to adopt the resolution.  Commissioner Branson seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
Commissioner Reports

Mayor Smith’s Report:

1. Motion to approve 48-month contracts with Conxxus for internet services for Police Dept./Fire Dept. and City Hall/Annex, each $124 monthly.  Mayor Smith moved to approve the contracts, Commissioner Griffin seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
2. Motion to approve TIF Grant application for the Kurly Q at 309 W. Jasper St., Paris.  Mayor Smith moved to approve $30,355.00 from the Jasper Street TIF Fund, Commissioner Branson seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
3. Motion to approve TIF Grant application for the Fraternal Order of Eagles #4000 at 621 W. Court St., Paris.  Mayor Smith moved to approve $28,901.50 from the Jasper Street TIF Fund, Commissioner Branson seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
Commissioner Branson’s Report:

1. Motion to authorize Park Board to spend $11,000 to develop a disc golf course at the East Lake Park.  Commissioner Branson moved to approve, Commissioner Brinkerhoff seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
2. Motion to approve contract with Barge Terminal Trucking for salt for the 2026/2027 season.  Commissioner Branson moved to approve the contract, Commissioner Hughes seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
Commissioner Brinkerhoff’s Report:

1. Motion to approve extension of Contractual Operator Service Agreement with Aqua Ops for the Wastewater Treatment Plant. Commissioner Brinkerhoff moved to approve the extended agreement, Commissioner Branson seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
2. Motion to approve extending Wastewater Operator Contract with the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency for the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Commissioner Brinkerhoff moved to approve the extended contract, Commissioner Griffin seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
3. Motion to approve invoice from Lankster & Gore for boring water line at 503 N. High at the cost of $3,240.  Commissioner Brinkerhoff moved to approve the invoice, Commissioner Hughes seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
4. Motion to approve invoice from Lankster & Gore for raising manhole at the cost of $5,000.  Commissioner Brinkerhoff moved to approve the invoice, Commissioner Griffin seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
5. Motion to approve Sales Quote from Kurita America Inc. for repair parts for water filter at the Water Treatment Plant in the amount of $2,756 plus freight.  Commissioner Brinkerhoff moved to approve the quote, Commissioner Griffin seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
6. Motion to approve estimate from Jason Gore for repairs to pump station at golf course in the amount of $29,800.  Commissioner Brinkerhoff moved to approve the estimate, Commissioner Hughes seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
7. Motion to approve quote from Double B Fence for a gate operator at the Water Treatment Plant at the cost of $7,238.00.  Commissioner Brinkerhoff moved to approve the quote, Commissioner Branson seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
Commissioner Griffin’s Report:

1. Motion to approve Planning Commission recommendation to allow variance of the 1200 square foot maximum allowed for accessory building for Marty Adams at #1 Waters Edge.  Commissioner Griffin moved to approve the variance, Commissioner Hughes seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
Commissioner Hughes’ Report:

TREASURER’S REPORT


Treasurer Betsy Higginbotham had nothing to report.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT


City Administrator Brooke Newhart had nothing to report. 
OTHER REPORTS


City Attorney Rich Kash was absent.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
ADJOURNMENT

At 5:45PM Commissioner Griffin moved to adjourn, Commissioner Branson seconded the motion.  All answered aye on roll call, no nays.
__________________________



_______________________________

                 Approved





    City Clerk
